
TEMPLE TO THE SUN 


JAGANNATHA 
OF PURI 


TAPATI 


SURYA 


DURGESH NANDINIi 


Amar Chitra Kathas are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn mote about our roots ' 

• NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR. INFOSYS 


EPICS & 
MYTHOLOGY 


As down breoks, Suryo the Sun God, leops over the horizon in his 
chariot, pulled by seven radiant horses. As he rises into the sky he 
spreads light and warmth all over the world. 

The greot Ganga king, Narasimho Rao, commissioned 1200 artisans to 
recreate this scene in stone. 

The Konork Sun Temple is o place where the lines between fact, fiction 
and folklore hove blurred over time. Amor Chitra Katha interweaves the 
history of the 13th century monument with some of the mythology 
associated with it. 


OTHER ACK EPICS & MYTHOLOGY 


ALSO LOOK FOR 


FABLES & HUMOUR 


VISIONARIES 


INDIAN CLASSICS 


BRAVEHEARTS 


Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 
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THE PRINCE AND 
THE MAGICIAN 
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SHROUDED IN MYTH AND MYSTERY, THE SUN TEMPLE OF KONARK IS A MAGNIFICENT TRIBUTE TO THE 
ALL-PERVADING POWER OF THE SUN 

BUILT IN THE 13TH CENTURY BY THE GANG A KING, NARASIMHA DEVA I, THE TEMPLE HAS INNUMERABLE STORIES 
TO TELL - STORIES WHICH IT PRESERVES CAREFULLY IN ITS EXQUISITE CARVINGS. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT STORY IS. OF COURSE. ABOUT HOW THE TEMPLE CAME TO BE BUILT. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





NARASIMHA DEV A CALLED HIS 
MINISTERS f ~-—- 

' / TO COMMEMORATE > 

3T MY VICTORIES IN BATTLE, 
CB AND AS A MARK OF 
B GRATITUDE TO THE SUN GOP 
FOR GIVING ME AN HEIR, I > 
WILL BUILD A TEMPLE^# 


SOON AFTER 


HE IS AS 
RADIANT AS 
THE SUN 


WE WILL 
NAME HIM 
BHANUDEVA 


MY LORD, " 
YOU HAVE 
BEEN BLESSED 
. WITH A SON 


SURYA HAS 
ANSWERED 
MY PRAYERS' 


‘ANOTHER NAME FOR THE SUN 


KONARK 



THE NEXT DAY, WHILE OFFERING PRAYERS TO SURYA 


ENCHANTING! 

THIS IS THE PERFECT SPOT FOR MY 
TEMPLE TO LORD SURYA. ^ 



NARASIMHA DEVA SUMMONED HIS CHIEF MINISTER SI3AISANTRA 


THIS GORGE WILL 
HAVE TO BE FILLED 
UP BEFORE WE LAY 
/THE FOUNDATION.; 


I WANT A TEMPLE TO SURYADEVA TO BE BUILT 
RIGHT HERE. AT KONARK*, WHERE IT WILL 
GREET THE FIRST RAYS OF THE FIERY SUN 
AS THEY FALL ON THE EARTH. 


AS YOU 
WISH. MY 
^ LORD ^ 



UNDER SISAI'S ORDERS, THE WORKERS STARTED 
THROWING STONES RIGHT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE WATER 


THE GORGE IS NOT GETTING FILLED UP 
THE STONES ARE EITHER SINKING OR 
GETTING CARRIED AWAY BY THE 
^STRONG CURRENT WHAT DO I DO? ^ 


* KONARK MEANS CORNER OF THE SUN * 3 



^ MAY BE A N 
LONGWALKONTHE 
BEACH WILL HELP 
.CLEAR MY HEAD . 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



I SEEM TO HAVE WANDERED 
FAR. I HOPE 1 CAN GET 
SOMETHING TO EAT IN 
L THAT COTTAGE i — 








v 







I ONLY HAVE 
SOME KHIRI* 


AN OLD WOMAN OPENED THE DOOR. 


PLEASE CAN YOU ^ 
GIVE ME SOME FOOD? 
I’M ... REALLY HUNGRY .. 
s. AND TIRED. ^ 


■iL , 






» 



r HA HA! WHY, YOU'RE \ 
JUST LIKE THAT FOOLISH 
SIBAISANTRA! HE’S 
THROWING STONES IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE WATER 
INSTEAD OF STARTING 
FROM THE SIDES. A 


AND PROMPTLY 3URNT THEM 


SIBAJ SANTRA WAS 50 HUNGRY THAT HE PLUNGED 
HIS FINGERS RIGHT INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE 30WL 






‘A THIN GRUEL 
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KONARK 



THANK YOU. 
MOTHER. YOU HAVE 
DONE ME A GREAT 
FAVOUR. 


SHE’S RJGHT1 
WHAT A FOOL 
I’VE SEEN. / 


AT THE TEMPLE SITE 


^ THE OLD 
WOMAN WAS 
|\ RIGHT! r- 


START FILLING N 
UP THE SIDES OF THE 
GORGE FIRST. AND THEN 
MOVE TOWARDS 
V THE CENTRE. 
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ONCE THE FOUNDATION WAS LAID 


S SISAI. I WANT ONLY 
THE FINEST CRAFTSMEN IN 
THE KINGDOM TO WORK ON 
V THIS TEMPLE. ^ 


VERY good: 

s. SIRE ^A 



SI3AI3EGAN HIS SEARCH FOR CRAFTSMEN 




'Hi MAN AT WORK WAS 3ISU MAHARANA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


^ YOU KNOW N 
I CANT DISOBEY THE 
KINO’S ORDERS. I’LL 
BE BACK AS SOON 
AS THE TEMPLE IS 
^ COMPLETED. > 


AND WHEN 
WILL THAT 
v BE? > 


r YOU'RE ~ 
LEAVING WITHOUT 
EVEN SEEING 
YOUR CHILD’S 
^ FACE? 


LATER- 


| HAVE TO LEAVE 
FOR KONARK TOMORROW THE 
KING WANT5 TO BUILD A GREAT 
TEMPLE THERE AND I HAVE BEEN 
APPOINTED AS 
THE SUTRADHARAV 







S/BA/ TOOK BISU TO KING NARASIMHA DEV A 


I HAVE BROUGHT 1 200 OF THE BEST 
CRAFTSMEN IN THE KINGDOM TO BUILD 
THE TEMPLE. MY LORD THIS 
. IS BISU MAHARANA, THE CHIEF > 

ARCHITECT. 


I... DON 
v KNOW 


I HAVE HEARD ^ 
A LOT ABOUT YOUR 
SKILL, BISU 
V MAHARANA 


f WONT ~ 
DISAPPOINT 
. YOU, MY 
V LORD y 


BISU STARTED TO FLAN AND BUILD THE TEMPLE 


THEN LET 
THE WORK 
. BEGIN „ 


CHIEF ARCHITECT 


KONARK 



HOW WILL I BECOME 
A GREAT ARCHITECT 
LIKE FATHER 
IF I DONT STUDY? „ 


WHEN WILL 
FATHER 
COME. 
.MOTHER? 


SOON." 
DHARMA 
SOON 


MEANWHILE. IN BISU'S HOME. 
LITTLE SON WAS GROWING UP 


JUST A 
MINUTE, 
MOTHER. 


DHARMAPADA 
YOUR FOOD'S 
GETTINGCOLD 


BISU HAD LEFT BEHIND A HUGE COLLECTION OF 
PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPTS ON ARCHITECTURE. 


DHARMAPADA. 
WHY DONT YOU 
GO OUT AND PLAY, 
s. CHILD? V 


J THE BOY 
SPENDS ALL HIS 
TIME READING 
HIS FATHER’S OLD 
l MANUSCRIPTS. - 



YEARS WENT BY WHEN 
DHARMAPADA TURNED 12 - 


^ MOTHER 
I CANT WAIT ANY 
LONGER. I WANT TO 
GO TO KONARK TO 
MEET FATHER . 



' THESE ARE BERRIES FROM 
THE BARKOLI TREE WHICH 
GROWS ONLY IN OUR GARDEN 
THE MOMENT YOUR FATHER 
vSEES THEM. HE WILL KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE. ^ 


m m 



DHARMAPADA SET OUT FOR KONARK 


r FINALLYI ^ 
I WILL GET TO 
SEE FATHER! 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WHEN HE REACHED KONARK 


MpP'■ 'ZJi Mh*! 
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I'VE NEVER 
TASTED 
ANYTHING 
LIKE THEM 
BEFORE 


THESE BERRIES 
ARE DELJCIOUS! 


BlSU, YOU MUST 
TASTE THESE 
BERRIES THEY 
APE ABSOLUTELY 
. DELICIOUS' 




KONARK 



31SU TOOK HIS SON TO SEE THE 
TEMPLE HE WAS 3UILDIN6 I 


IT IS... 

WONDERFUL! 


IT'S IN THE 
FORM OF A 
CHARIOT 


^ THE CHARIOT 
f IS SURYA'S VEHICLE. 1 
DRAWN BY SEVEN 
GOLDEN HORSES ACROSS 
THE SKIES. IT IS SAID 
THAT THE SEVEN 
HORSES STAND FOR 
K THE SEVEN DAYS A 
k. OFTHEWEEK... ^ 


...ORTHE 
SEVEN 
COLOURS OF 
THE RAINBOW 
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amar chitra katha 



■ ONE SUMMER, SURYAS WIFE 5 AN JAN A FOUND 

sN THAT SHE WAS UNABLE TO BEAR HIS HEAT C77 


THERE IS ANOTHER REASON 
WHY HORSES ARE SO PEAR 
TO THE SUN GOD LET ME 
^ TELL YOU THE STORY ^ 



MY BEAUTIFUL 
BABY' 


YOU ARE RIGHT, 
k MY LORD, a 


SANJANA TRANSFORMED HERSELF INTO A MARE 
AND FLED INTO THE FOREST TO MEDITATE 


^^^OiER^MEBYFEARSHEDECIDEDTORUNAiMY 

Qj - ' f MY SHADOW. CHHAYAX 

/ WILL PRETEND TO BE \ 


ME AND TAKE CARE 
Or MY HUSBAND AND 
N. CHILDREN _ / 


> 




ft. 


I SURYA WAS UNAWARE THAT THE WOMAN 
UYIHG WITH HIM WAS NOT HIS WIFE 


OUR CHILDREN 
ARE OUR PRIDE 
SANJANA 






BUT WHEN CHHAYA HAD CHILDREN OF HER OWN... 
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KONARK 



SHE BEGAN TO ILL-TREAT SANJANA S CHILDREN. 



YOU ARE NOT 
SANJANA. TELL 
ME THE TRUTH .. 
^ WHO ARE YOU? 


FORGIVE ME, 
MY LORD I 
WILL TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING 


YAMA IS RIGHT. WHAT 
KIND OF MOTHER WILL 
TREAT HER CHILDREN 
_ _ LIKE THAT? _, 


FED UP WITH CHHAYA S BEHAVIOUR, SANJANA S 
YOUNGER SON, YAMA, WENT TO HIS FATHER 


THIS WOMAN 
CANNOTBEOUR 
. MOTHER! SHE 
\|LOATHES US! 


SURYA SOON REALISED THE TRUTH. 



SHE LIVES IN THE 
FOREST NOW, IN 
THE FORM OF A 
v MARE. ^ 


SURYA WENT TO HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, THE ARCHITECT OF THE 
GODS. VISHWAKARMA. 


ft 




X 




WHERE IS 
SANJANA? 
WHERE IS MY 
. WIFE? . 


4^ 






















II SURYA TRANSFORMED HIMSELF INTO A 

i STALLION AND JOINED HIS WIFE IN THE FORES T 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



r FASCINATING' ' 
BUT FATHER, WHY 
DID THE KING WANT 
TO BUILD A SURYA 
v TEMPLE? y 


DOESNT 
HE WORSHIP 
VISHNU 
. LIKE US? . 


THERE ARE IMAGES OF BRAHMA, 
VISHNU, SHIVA, INDRA, SHAKTI... AND 
COUNTLESS OTHER DEITIES HERE 
THERE IS PLACE FOR EVERYONE 
IN THE TEMPLE OF SURYA ^ 


y'' HMM.. PERHAPS X, 
THE KING WANTED A N 
TEMPLE THAT EVERYONE 
COULD PRAY IN THE MAJESTY 
OF THE SUN GOD IS SUCH THAT 
HE IS WORSHIPPED BY ALL IN 
SOME WAY OR THE OTHER LIFE 
v ON EARTH IS IMPOSSIBLE y 
WITHOUT HIM 


BY THEIR UNION. THE ASHW1NI KUMA RS, THE DIVINE 
PHYSICIANS WERE BORN.. 


SO WAS REVANTA, THE HUNTER-GOD 




S I HAVE HEARD X 

PEOPLE SPEAK OF IT, 
BUT I DONT BELIEVE 
THAT STORY. THE KING IS 
ALWAYS OFF, FIGHTING 
BATTLES. HE'S NOT LIKELY 
v TO BE SICKLY. y' 






f FATHER IS IT 
TRUE THAT THE 
SUN GOD CURED THE 
. KING OF A GRAVE 
^ ILLNESS? y' 


e 




\ 

V 


^ BUT MANY YEARS 
AGO, SOMEBODY ELSE 
BUILT A TEMPLE HERE. 
ON THIS VERY SPOT. 
THANKING SURYA FOR 


HEALING HIM. 


KONARK 




r KRISHNA WAS ^ 
ALSO MARRIED 
TO JAMBAVATI. SHE 
WAS GIVEN TO HIM IN 
MARRIAGE WHEN HE 
WON A FIGHT 
AGAINST HER 
^ FATHER. y* 


IT ALL STARTED WITH A STONE, THE LEGENDARY SYAMANTAKA 
GEM. WHICH ORIGINALLY BELONGED TO SURYA J 

. A 1 


I THOUGHT 
KRISHNA'S WIFE 
WAS RUKMINI 




SURYA GAVE IT TO HIS DEVOTEE. SATRAJIT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




'X SATRAJIT 
I WISH TO BUY THE 
SYAMANTAKA GEM 
FROM YOU I WILL GIVE 
YOU ANYTHING 
■ YOU WANT Xi 


I M AFRAID 
IT’S NOT 
FOR SALE, 
KRISHNA 


WHEN LORD KRISHNA HEARD ABOUT 
THE EXTRAORDINARY STONE - FTT 


»♦ 


.4 






BUT THAT WAS NOT THE END OF THE 
SYAMANTAKA OEM S JOURNEY 


THE UON WAS IN TURN. KILLED BY JAMB AVAN, THE BEAR 
| WHO GAVE THE STONE TO HIS CHILDREN TO PLAY WITH 
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KONARK 



f HOW DARE \ 
HE? I MUST 
FINDPRASENA 
AND THE STONE 
AND CLEAR 
V MY NAME. X 


AND SO - 


WHEN THE ACCUSATION REACHED 
KRISHNA’S EARS - I-3- 




IT LOOKS LIKE 
PRASENA WAS 
KILLED BY A WILD 
ANIMAL ^ 

ihdtdTm 



FINALLY 


A TERRIBLE FIGHT FOLLOWED, WHICH LASTED 
FOR MANY DAYS. I- 


r GIVE ME ^ 
THAT STONEI 
IT DOES NOT 
BELONG 
k TO YOU. A 


r HOW DARE N 
YOU ENTER MY 
CAVE AND 
FRIGHTEN MY 
. CHILDREN? > 


AT LAST, KRISHNA WON 








































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




" PLEA5E ' 
ACCEPT MY 
DAUGHTER. 
JAMBAVATIAS 
YOUR WIFE. MY 
^ LORD ^ 


I WILL BE 
ONLY TOO 
HAPPY. 



JAM5AVATIAND KRISHNA WERE VERYHAPFY TOGETHER FOR MANY YEARS 


I CANNOT DEAR TO 
SEE JAMBAVATI SO 
SAD I WILL START A 
RIGOROUS PENANCE 
TO LORD SHIVA HE IS 
SURE TO GRANT ME 
V A CHILD y 


IS SOMETHING 
BOTHERING YOU 
. JAMBAVATI? 


I WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE A CHILD OF 
MY OWN TOO. 


" MY HEART 
YEARNS FOR A 
CHILD. MY LORD 
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KONARK 



THE FIRST MONTH OF THE PENANCE WAS PERFORMED WITH 
KRISHNA HOLDING A STAFF AND A SKULL | - 


THE SECOND MONTH OF PENANCE WAS DONE 
STANDING ON ONE LEG AND DRINKING ONLY 
WATER FOR SUSTENANCE f 


IN THE THIRD MONTH. HE STOOD ON HIS TOES 
AND REFRAINED FROM DRINKING EVEN WATER. 


FINALLY SHIVA APPEARED 


WHAT DOES AN 
ALL-POWERFUL 
BEING LIKE YOU 
WANT FROM ME? 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



' THERE 15 ONE \ 
THING ONLY YOU 
CAN GIVE ME. LET A 
CHILD DE DORN TO 
V JAMDAVATI. > 


SAMBA GREW UP TO BE A HANDSOME BUT EXTREMELY 
VAIN YOUNG MAN. \fk/«lYJ 


THU5 SAM DA WAS DORN TO KRISHNA 
AND JAMDAVATI. UNFORTUNATELY 
HE ULTIMATELY DROUGHTADOUT THE 
DOWNFALL OF THE YADAVA CLAN DUT 
_ THAT HAPPENED MUCH LATER. ^ 



ONE DAY. WHEN NAFADA CAME TO VISIT- 


- 


r OH NARADA. ISN'T IT " 
TIME YOU GOT RID OF 
THAT POT DELLY, AND 
DID SOMETHING ADOUT 
v YOUR UNFORTUNATE 
\ NOSE? 












► 1 
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KONARK 



I’M GOINGTO 
TEACH YOU 
A LESSON YOU 
WILL NEVER 
^ FORGET. / 


NARADA DID NOT TAKE KINDLY TO THE INSULT 







SAM DA. COME 
QUICKLY! 
SATYADHAMA* 
IS IN TROUDLE 


WHERE? 

WHAT 

HAPPENED? 



SAMBA UNWITTINGLY FOLLOWED NARADA TO THE 
BATHING-PLACE OF KRISHNAS WIVESA f - 


GASP! 


WHAT IS 
HE DOING 
HERE? . 



NOW TO 
DR1NG 
KRISHNA 
HERE. 



KRISHNA WAS LIVID TO SEE HIS SON AT THE BATHING-PLACE OF hJs WIVES ^ 


I'M ASHAMED TO CALL 
YOU MY SON FOR YOUR 
IMPROPRIETY. I CURSE 
„ YOU WITH LEPROSY! . 






r. 





ONE OF KRISHNA S WIVES 




























































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



PUT IT WAS TOO LATE 


r NO! FATHER! ^ 
PLEASE BELIEVE 
ME... I HAVE BEEN 
v TRICKED' A 


r I CANNOT TAKE 
BACK THE CURSE. HOWEVER, 
THERE IS ONE WAY YOU CAN 
BE FREE OF THE DISEASE. 

SEEK THE SUN GOD S 
BLESSINGS IN MITRAVANA*, 
. AND HE WILL HEAL YOU > 



I’M PLEASED 
WITH YOUR 
DEVOTION. 
SAMBA , 


FOR TWELVE YEARS. SAMBA UNDERWENT A SEVERE PENANCE ON THE BANKS OF THE CHANDRA5HAGA RIVER 
AT MITRAVANA, SURVIVING ON AIR ALONE 


• - ■:« . 




■«.- 


AT THE END OF TWELVE YEARS - 


ANDSURYA VANISHED. LEAVING A WHITE 
LOTUS SEHIND I 




- 




WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 
FLOWER' 








* A FlACE AT THE CONFLUENCE OF THE CHANDRASHAGA RIVER AND THE SEA IN KONARK 
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KONARK 



AS HE SENT DOWN. HE CAUGHT 
HIS REFLECTION IN THE WATER 


THE NEXT DAY 


r WHAT'S THIS? AN ^ 
IMAGE OF SURYA... 

SUCH A THING 
COULD HAVE ONLY 
BEEN CREATED BY THE 
DIVINE ARCHITECT, 
k. VISHWAKARMA A 


r I WILL BUILD A ^ 
TEMPLE IN HONOUR 
OF SURYA HERE 
AND INSTALL THIS 
V IMAGE. V 


MY FACE! 
I’M CURED! 


AND THAT’S HOW THE 
FIRST SUN TEMPLE WAS 
BUILT HERE. BUT I DOUBT 
KING NARASIMHA DEVA 
SUFFERS FROM ANY 
SORT OF DISEASE LOOK 
AT THE NUMBER OF 
BATTLE SCENES ON THE 

k temple walls. ^ 


r THE king is ^ 

DISPLAYING HIS 
ARCHERY SKILLS 
l, IN THIS ONE. a 

































































































IN FACT, 
HEOWES 
HIS LIFE TO 
SUDEHI. 


REALLY? 

HOW? 


Y HE SEEMS ^ 
TO PE VERY FOND OF 
ELEPHANTS 
THERE ARE ELEPHANT 
SCULPTURES 
k EVERYWHERE' A 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




YES, AROUND 13.000! 
THERE IS ALSO AN IMAGE 
OF HIS ELEPHANT SUDEHI 
IN THE TEMPLE 














/ 




ONCE, THE KINO WAS SADLY INJURED WHILE 
FIGHTING THE NA WAS OF NAKHAUH [- 


HE FELL UNCONSCIOUS RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 


SATTLEFIELD 




* 
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KONARK 




r SUDEHI WILL ^ 
HAVE TEN 
ATTENDANTS. 
AT ALL TIMES. TO 
LOOK AFTER 
V HER. ^A 


. . AND CARRIED HIM SAFELY SACK TO HIS CAMP 


r THE KING! 1 
SUDEHI HAS 
DROUGHT PACK 
V THE KING! ^ 








| WHEN HE REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS 


/ IF SUDEHI ^ 
f HADNT DROUGHT 1 
1 YOU PACK. WE 
A WOULD HAVE LOST j 




* 


A 

*F' 


AS SOON AS TH E KING RECOVERED - 1 


HE ALSO ASKED THE CRAFTSMEN TO MAKE A STONE 
IMAGE OF THE ELEPHANT IN THE TEMPLE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



Birr what is 

THIS ANIMAL 
FATHER? 


X IT’S A GIRAFFE. \ 
f DHARMAPADA. ' 
THE KING RECEIVED THE 
ANIMAL AS A PRESENT 
V FROM TRADERS. 7 


IT'S A WOMAN 
r ADORNING HERSELF ^ 
SHE COULD BE THE WIFE 
OF THE CRAFTSMAN 
fcw WHO SCULPTED IT 


IS THAT WOMAN 
SUPPOSEDTOBE 
THE QUEEN. 

L. FATHER? A 


IT HAS SUCH A LONG 
NECK. IVE NEVER 
SEEN ANYTHING UKE 
v IT BEFORE. ^ 


LOOK AT THIS Np 
/ IMAGE. ITS A 
[ MOTHER-IN-LAW 
^QUARRELLING WITH HER 
X DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. A 


S BUT N 
GRANDMOTHER 
DOESNT FIGHT 
WITH MOTHER 
V LIKE THAT > 


r AND THATS AN 
OLD MAN LEAVING 
HIS HOUSE ..ON 
A PILGRIMAGE, 
PERHAPS? 



n 
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KONARK 



I THOUGHT 
THE TEMPLE 
WOULD ONLY 
HAVE IMAGES OF 
GODS AND 
GODDESSES 



THERE ARE PEOPLE 
FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. 
CARVED HERE EVERYONE 
IS EQUAL IN THE EYES OF 
SURYA. NOTHING IS HIDDEN 
FROM HIM. MY SON. 




THAT NIGHT DHARMAPADA WENT TO SLEEP DREAMING OF ELEPHANTS ANO CHARIOTS AND STRANGE 3EA5TS. 





... THERE IS 
A PROBLEM 


WHEN HE WOKE UP IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT TO | 
GET A DRINK OF WATER. - — nil” 


r THAT’S 
FATHER'S VOICE 
HE SOUNDS 
t WORRIED. M 
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WE ARE NOTABLE 
TO CALCULATE 
CORRECTLY HOW 
TO FIX THE STONE 
BETWEEN THOSE 
TWO MAGNETS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHAT DO WE DO N 
NOW? IF WE DONT 
FIX THE CROWN 
STONE BY MAG HA 
SUKLA SAPTAMI*. 
THE KING WILL HAVE 
US ALL BEHEADED . 


WEVE TRIED ^ 
SO MANY TIMES. 
BUT THE CROWN 
STONE JUST 
REFUSES 
v TO HOLD UP y 


O C- J 


LI 


, 





DHARMAPADA STEPPED OUT OF THE SHADOWS 


WHAT? 

YOU? 


MAYBE 
I CAN HELP 


r DHARMAPADA, ^ 
MY SON, HOW CAN YOU DO 
WHAT 1200 EXPERIENCED 
CRAFTSMEN COULDN'T 
ACHIEVE AFTER SO MANY 
V ATTEMPTS? S 


I CAN DO IT. 

I CAN FIX 
THE CROWN 
. STONE 


IMPOSSIBLE! 


' FATHER. N 
PLEASE LET 
v ME TRY y 


A DAY DEDICATED TO THE SUN GOD 


KONARK 



GIVE THE BOY 
A CHANCE WE 
HAVE NO CHOICE 
^ ANYWAY > 


THEN. AN OLD CRAFTSMAN SPOKE UP 


BISU AGREED RELUCTANTLY .. 



AND DHARMAPADA SET TO WORK 



MY SON WANTS TO 
HELP BUT WHAT CAN 
ta HE POSSIBLY DO?^ 



FATHER, I HAVE 
THE CALCULATION 
FOR PLACING THE 
STONE. LET ME 
EXPLAIN IT 
TO YOU. ^ 







































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



3UTTHEN 


AT FIRST, THERE WAS GREAT RELIEF AND h~ rr V' 


WHAT WILL 
HAPPEN WHEN THE 
KING FINDS OUT THAT 
IT WAS A 1 2 YEAR OLD 
SOY WHO FIXED THE 
CROWN STONE AND 
^ NOT US? ^ 


WE WILL BE 
BEHEADED! 


' BISU. THE KING > 
IS NOT GOING TO 
SPARE OUR LIVES IF 
HE FINDS OUT THAT 
YOUR SON COULD 
DO WHAT WE 
COULD NOT ^ 


^ YOU HAVE TO ^ 
CHOOSE BETWEEN 
YOUR SON AND YOUR 
FOLLOWERS THIS 
S0UND5 HARSH. BUT 
YOU MUST SEND HIM 
AWAY. ^ 


HOW CAN I i 

SEND MY SON AWAY? 

I HAVE MET HIM AFTER 

1 2 LONG YEARS BUT 

THE LIVES OF SO MANY 
tv ARE AT STAKE. 


r POOR FATHER. 

I MUST DO SOMETHING 
THE LIVES OF THOSE 
1200 CRAFTSMEN ARE 
MORE IMPORTANT 
, THAN MINE. /C 




J 
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KONARK 



3ISU FOLLOWED HIS SON 


' THAT’S 
DHARMAPADA 
WHERE IS HE 
GOING? m 


RIGHT TO THE TOF 


WHERE IS 
HE? 


3ISU LOOKED EVERYWHERE 


DHARMAPADA! 
. SON! 
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amar chitra katha 



BUT DHARMAPADA COULD NOT BE FOUND 


I HAVE BUILT A 
TEMPLE BUT 
LOST A SON. . 




TILL, GRADUALLY. IT FELL PREY TO VANDALS AND NATURAL DISASTERS 



WHAT REMAINS IS STILL BREATHTAKING. AND THE STORIES AROUND THIS 
ANCIENT MONUMENT WILL CONTINUE TO BE TOLD FOR AGES TO COME 


MORE ABOUT KONARK 



THE DHARMAPADA STORY ORIGINATED ONLY IN THE 19TH CENTURY IT WAS 
WRITTEN BY NILKANTHA DAS, A SOCIAL REFORMER PATRIOT AND WRITER 
HE WROTE THE DHARMAPADA STORY IN ORDER TO FOSTER A SENSE OF 
NATIONALISM AND GLORIFY THE VIRTUES OF SACRIFICE AMONG THOSE 
INVOLVED IN THE INDIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 


SUN-WORSHIP IS AS OLD AS MANKIND. MOST ANCIENT CIVILISATIONS HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO WORSHIP A 
SOLAR DEITY 

THE NUMBER 12 IS SIGNIFICANT WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLKLORE AROUND THE TEMPLE: 

DHARMAPADA WAS 12 YEARS OLD WHEN HE FIXED THE CROWN STONE. 

1200 CRAFTSMEN WORKED ON THE TEMPLE. 

THE TEMPLE TOOK 12 YEARS TO BUILD 

THE STATE REVENUE OF 12 YEARS WAS USED TO BUILD THE TEMPLE 
SAMBA PERFORMED 12 YEARS OF PENANCE TO THE SUN GOD 

THE SUN TEMPLE OF KONARK WAS REFERRED TO AS THE BLACK PAGODA BY EUROPEAN 
MARINERS. WHILE THEJAGANNATH TEMPLE OF PURI WAS CALLED THE WHITE PAGODA 

THE ARUNA PILLAR ON WHICH THE CHARIOTEER OFSURYA IS DEPICTED. IS IN THE JAGANNATH 
TEMPLE NOW IT ORIGINALLY BELONGED TO THE KONARK TEMPLE 


THE SAMBA LEGEND IS SAID TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN MODERN-DAY 
MULTAN. IN PAKISTAN. ON THE BANKS OF THE CHANDRABHAGA (THE ANCIENT 
NAME OF THE RIVER CHENAB). IT WAS SHIFTED TO KONARK IN ORDER TO ELEVATE 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PLACE. 












































